Federal review awaits lake by unknown





• Stabilization of 
water level 
being screened 
R E D D E E R (CP) — A plan to 
s tab i l ize the levels of Buffalo 
Lake in central Alberta faces yet 
another environmental review — 
this time by the federal govern­
ment. 
Glen Hopky, a habitat biolo­
gist at the federal Fresh Water 
Institute i n Winnipeg, said the 
F i sher ies and Oceans Depart­
ment is screening the project, 
which proposes drawing water 
from the Red Deer River to stabi­
lize Buffalo Lake. 
B y law, the department must 
review all projects that could af­
fect fish habitat. Projects deemed 
to have significant environmen­
tal impact are then put before a 
full federal environmental review 
panel. 
"There are f i sh i n the Red 
Deer River and in Buffalo Lake," 
Hopky said. 
The federal T ranspor t a t ion 
Department wil l also be involved 
in the screening. 
Hopky said a wide range of in­
formation, including a provincial-
ly commissioned environmental 
impact study, wil l be used to as­
sess the province's plans. 
A three-member p r o v i n c i a l 
committee recommended Tues­
day that the $13-million project 
proceed. The committee's report 
contradicts an environmental as­
sessment done for the province, 
which concluded the water diver­
sion wi l l destroy waterfowl habi­
tat and produce only $11 mill ion 
i n economic benefits, mostly for 
nearby cottage owners. 
Supporters of the plan say it 
w i l l help boost tourism and se­
cure a water supply. 
Alberta Environment Minister 
R a l p h K l e i n sa id Tuesday the 
chances are good the project — in 
P remie r Don Getty's r i d i n g — 
wi l l go ahead. 
As was the case with the Old-
man dam i n southern A lbe r t a , 
the federal Buffalo Lake review 
is be ing conducted separately 
from provincial reviews. And like 
the Oldman, Ottawa wil l be judg­
ing a project that already has the 
nrnvinrp's hlftssinc 
New Democrat environment 
critic John Mclnnis said the two 
levels of government should have 
held a joint environmental re­
view. Taxpayers will foot the bill 
to duplicate what's already been 
done, he said. 
Environmentalist Martha Kos­
tuch, who led the fight against 
the Oldman dam and opposes the 
Buffalo Lake project, said this 
time the province should wait for 
the outcome of the federal review 
before starting work. 
"My hope is they (the 
province) have learned a lesson 
and will not persist in breaking 
the law," said Kostuch, from 
Rocky Mountain House. 
Alberta Environment spo­
kesman Bob Hi l l said the 
province is supplying the federal 
departments with all the infor­
mation they need. But he would 
not speculate on whether the 
province will hold off work until 
the federal review is complete. 
